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Christmas is a time of giving, 

and, at St. Patrick’s Catholic 

Church, the Angel Tree min-

istry provides parishioners 

with the opportunity to give 

to others less fortunate a holi-

day that they can enjoy with 

their families and remember.  

 It was overwhelming to 

witness the number of people 

who, as Christmas Day ap-

proached, brought donated 

non-perishable food items and 

festively decorated gift bas-

kets or bags to the parish of-

fice for distribution to needy 

families who signed up for 

the Angel Tree program in 

November. The parish’s 

youth organized all the mer-

chandise on Mon., Dec. 16, in 

preparation for distribution two days later. 

 Among the adult volunteers who served on the 2019 An-

gel Tree committee was 

Danette Laca. 

    “It’s a good feeling help-

ing others in need,” Danette 

said. “I love being a part of 

(the Angel Tree ministry) 

because it prepares me to 

get into the Christmas 

spirit.” 

    Danette believes that the 

families who receive the 

donated food and gifts love 

the experience because they 

are able to have a pleasant 

Christmas celebration with 

their loved ones. 

    Boneless hams were also 

given away to each family. 

    The homebound too are 

served by the Angel Tree 

program.  

 The 15 or so individuals who are identified as home-

bound receive small wrapped gifts, such as slipper socks or 

hand lotion, and visits from St. Patrick’s Eucharistic minis-

ters who administer Holy Communion if requested.  

 “(The homebound) love their presents, but, most impor-

tantly, the love from, and connection with, St. Patrick’s 

that they feel,” Danette reflected. “They always say, ‘thank 

you,’ when we leave, and I always tell them how much 

they give back to us. They share their wisdom, and I am 

honored to be able to spend a few hours with them, talking 

about everyday things, serving them the Eucharist, and 

sharing our faith together.”  Danette’s husband, Gary, also 

participates in the homebound ministry of the parish.  

 Thank you ♥ to the members of the Angel Tree com-

mittee and other adult volunteers, St. Patrick’s youth, and 

all parishioners who were so generous with their time and 

contributions to make the 2019 Angel Tree such a tremen-

dous success! God bless you all in the new year! 

Angel Tree Donations Brighten Christmas For Many  

CHRISTMAS BENEVOLENCE—On Wed., Dec. 18, the parish 

hall of St. Patrick’s  gave evidence of the generosity of parishioners 

as multiple tables were packed with shopping bags filled with do-

nated non-perishable food items and, under the tables, assembled gift 

baskets and bags for those in need at Christmas. Distribution oc-

curred that day. 

It is Christmas every time you let God  love 

others through you. Yes, it is Christmas every 

time you smile at your brother and offer him 

your hand. —St. Mother Teresa 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Jan. 20—Mon.—Martin Luther King Day—Federal holiday 

Feb. 7—Fri.—First Friday—Mass at 9 am followed by Sa-

cred Heart Novena 
Feb. 9—Sun.—K of C pancake breakfast after 8 am Mass 

Feb. 14—Fri.—Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 17—Mon.—President’s Day—Federal holiday 
Feb. 26—Wed.—Ash Wednesday—Beginning of Lent—

Masses at 10 am & 6 pm—Spanish Mass at 7:30 pm 

Feb. 28—Fri.—Stations of the Cross at 6 pm followed by 

Soup Supper in parish hall 

March 6, 13, 20 & 27—Fri.—Stations of the Cross at 6 pm 

followed by Soup Supper 

March 8—Sun.—Daylight Savings Time starts—Set your 

clocks one hour ahead at 2 am or before you go to bed the 
night before 

March 8—Sun.—K of C pancake breakfast after 8 am 

Mass 

March 14—Fri.—K of C Blood Drive—7 am-2:30 pm—

Rose Room 

March 14—Fri.—K of C Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner in 

parish hall 



If you are inter-

ested in becom-

ing a Eucharistic 

Minister, you 

may wish to con-

tact Danette Laca at 217-

1017. A Eucharistic Minister 

is needed to serve as a substi-

tute or alternate on Sundays 

for the homebound.  
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St. Patrick’s was well represented 

at the 2020 Diocesan Conference 

held at The Nugget Casino Resort 

in Sparks on Fri., Jan. 3, and Sat., 

Jan. 4. Among the parishioners 

who attended, along with pastor 

Father Tony, were Deacon Kurt 

Carlson, Bill Crooks, Deacon 

Wayne Crooks, Ginny Dugan, 

Mary Erquiaga, Teri Funsch, Vern Funsch, 

Jim Kelleher, Linda Mertens, and Sean 

Scherschel. The theme of the conference 

was Christ Our Light Has Come! (¡Cristo 

Nuestra Luz Ha Venido!). 

 Mary Erquiaga, who attended Friday 

evening’s concert, said “the music was 

great” and also expressed her favorable im-

pression of the keynote speaker. She de-

scribed her participation in the diocesan 

conference as “a spiritual boost.”  

 The keynote speaker was Father Dan 

Horan, a Franciscan friar of Holy Name 

Province NY, assistant professor of system-

atic theology at the Catholic Theological 

Union in Chicago, and the author of several 

books. His topic was Christ Our Light Has 

Come But Why? Renewing Our Understand-
ing of the “Reason for the Season.” 

 Curtis Stephan—parish music director, 

composer, concert and recording artist, and 

workshop clinician—was featured in Friday 

evening’s concert.  

 According to Vern Funsch, although the 

conference was entitled Christ Our Light 

Has Come!, the aspect he found to be more 

prevalent in the workshops he attended 

“was not so much Christ has come and is 

the light, but that, as stated in Matthew 

5:13-16, as disciples of Christ, we are sup-

posed to be the light of Christ to the world 

today.”  In other words, through both our 

words and actions, we are to continue 

Christ’s work. “We are not supposed to 

keep our relationship with God to our-

selves,” Vern further explained. “Sunday 

Mass attendance is not enough. If we are 

truly Christ’s disciples, we must follow His 

teaching by doing His work.” 

 Sean Scherschel used the words 

“amazing” and “invigorating” to communi-
cate his reaction to a number of workshops 

in which he took part at the diocesan confer-

ence. In addition, “the fellowship with other 

Catholics and the love of the subject matter 

Diocesan Conference Inspiring To St. Pat’s Participants 

as conveyed by the presenters was energiz-

ing and ‘a must’ to experience,” he stated.  

 For Ginny Dugan, whose attendance 

was a first for her, the diocesan conference 

was well organized and offered abundant 

opportunities to share faith and fellowship 

with other Catholics. The presenter of the 

two Saturday workshops which she at-

tended—”The Mission of Parish Councils” 

and “The Spirituality of Parish Councils” - 

was outstanding. “Dr. Fischer, who has 

written several books about parish coun-

cils, displayed a knowledge and expertise 

that was very helpful in understanding the 

consultative role of the parish council to 

assist the pastor in making wise decisions 

and, as a good shepherd, leading his flock,” 

Ginny commented. As a result of her posi-

tive experience, she looks forward to regis-

tering for the next diocesan conference.  

 St. Pat’s parish council members Bill 

Crooks and Teri Funsch also attended the 

two sessions on parish councils. 

 The annual conference of the Diocese of 

Reno normally takes place on the first Fri-

day and first Saturday of January.   

Joanie’s Pantry Offers Thanks 

Jeanne Barnes and Nadine Della Bitta,  

coordinators of Joanie’s Food Pantry, 

thank St. Pat’s parishioners for their sup-

port during the holiday season. “You out 

did yourselves and kept our shelves full 

during a busy time of the year,” they said. 

“We want you to know how much we, the 

pantry volunteers, and the recipients of 

the food bags appreciate your generosity.” 

Per month averages of 118 adults and 932 

children were served during the past year, 
and a total of 1,085 bags of food were 

distributed. “Again, thank you and many 

blessings to you during the new year,” 

Jeanne and Nadine said. They look for-

ward to continued success in 2020. 

The Eucharist is the secret of my 
day.  It gives strength and mean-
ing to all my activities of service 
to the Church and to the world. 
Pope Saint John Paul II 


